Finch & Fafinski, Legal Skills 7e

Writing skills: Paragraph construction examples—
practical exercise (Ch.11, pp. 240-1)

Please see below for further examples of the paragraph construction technique outlined in

section 11.4, pp. 242-3:

Example 1

TOPIC —>| This ground of appeal was based on the fact that ‘substantial’ can

have two different meanings.|The first meaning is that the

impairment was more than trivial or minimal: something more than
trivial or minimal has substance and, as such, it is substantial. The
EXPANSION ~—>|
second is that any impairment only becomes substantial if it is
significant or appreciated, beyond something trivial or minimal.| The

Court of Appeal used the example of a ‘substantial salary’ saying

ILLUSTRATION that [at 55] ‘this does not convey the meaning that it is something a
little more than minimal; on the contrary, it suggests that it is significantly

more than that’,

LINK

The Court then considered the case law on the meaning of the

term in the context of diminished responsibility, much of which was
TOPIC —f

decided before the amendment to its definition made by the 2009
Act.
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Example 2

TOPIC

EXPANSION

ILLUSTRATION

‘) LINK

Example 3

TOPIC

EXPANSION

ILLUSTRATION

TOPIC
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